Following a Columnist

Some of the most prominent practitioners of stylish, written rhetoric in our culture are newspaper columnists.  Sometimes they are called pundits—that is, sources of opinion or critics.  You can also find pundits on blogs, political websites, and network news websites.  You must choose a pundit to follow and complete the following tasks:

1. A BRIEF biography of the columnist (100-200 words).  This should especially focus on information that might establish the writer as credible in some area and ways that she has established ethos.
2. Five thoroughly annotated columns.  These columns must cover topics that are related to the 2012 election.  Your annotations should emphasize:
· The central idea/assertion/conclusion of the column

· Validity and appropriateness of evidence (if offered)
· Errors of logic (if any) that appear in the writing

· The tone or tones of the column
· Any examples of euphemism, jargon, or other language manipulations
3. Add a few comments to each column that summarize your general response to the column—do not summarize the column, rather capture your reactions to it.
Choose ONE of those columns and use your annotations to help you write a detailed analysis of the column that answers the following questions about the column:
1. Who is the intended audience for the column?
2. What is the purpose of writing this column?

3. What are the weaknesses in this column?  This can be in terms of logic and reasoning or style.

4. What are the strengths in this column?  Again—logic and reasoning or style…

5. Overall, how effectively does this column serve its purpose and reach its intended audience?
