Following an Issue

Part of becoming an informed citizen includes the exploration of complex and controversial societal issues.  You will select an issue that is either particularly “American” or that currently challenges the country.  For the issue, complete the following tasks:
1. Compile a BRIEF history of the issue.  This should be 200-300 words.  This serves to establish any relevant historical or cultural context for the issue.  
2. Find one source that covers the issue in nonbiased and purely informational way.  Summarize what you learn.

3. Find two slanted articles about the issue.  The articles must be in opposition to each other on the topic.  For each article analyze the following:

· The central idea/assertion/conclusion of the column

· Validity and appropriateness of evidence if offered

· Errors of logic (if any) that appear in the writing

· The tone or tones of the column
· Any examples of euphemism, jargon, or other language manipulation
4. Decide which slanted article is more effective.  This is the most important part of the assignment.  You must offer a clear, detailed, and thorough analysis of why one author’s argument is more valid than the other.  Remember:  this might have nothing whatever to do with your personal feelings on this topic.  This is about someone putting forth an effective argument.
5. Write a BRIEF (100-200 words) summary of how both the Democratic and the Republican candidates for president have dealt with the issue you have researched.

You will turn in:  a copy of all sources used that show annotation, your project typed in MLA format with subheadings for each part of the project.

