Tahquitz High School

English 1A – Honors Syllabus

Instructor:  Mrs. T. Brady - Room 427

Course Domains

· 10%  PARTICIPATION - Coming to class is not enough.  
· 40%  PERFORMANCE – These assignments are designed for you to produce assignments that require a culmination of skills.  They include writing pieces, class presentations, and projects.  

· 30%  TESTS and QUIZZES -- These tests allow you to show the vocabulary and grammar that you have learned.

· 20%  HOMEWORK/CLASSWORK --  Please be prepared to contribute to the class.  It’s difficult to contribute if you haven’t done any work.  
· GRADES -  The final grade will be based on the Hemet Unified School District’s scale:

	Category
	A 100%-90%
	B 89%-80%
	C 79%-70%
	D 69%-60%
	F below 60%

	Participation
10% of grade
	Student always uses class time to help self and others & contributes to class discussions
	Student usually uses class time to learn alone and with others & sometimes contributes to class discussions
	After told, student uses class time to work but rarely contributes to class discussions
	After told, student tries to look busy during class time & sometimes disrupts class discussions
	After told, student still does not effectively use class time & frequently disrupts class

	Performance
40% or grade
	All assignments complete & writing shows great improvement through time
	All assignments complete & writing shows improvement through time
	All assignments complete & writing shows some improvement through time
	Most assignments complete & writing does not improve
	Few assignments complete & writing does not improve

	Tests

30% of grade
	Takes most tests & Scores at least 80% on all tests
	Takes most tests & Scores at least 80% on most tests
	Takes most tests & Scores at least 70% on all tests
	Misses most tests & Scores below 70% on most tests
	Misses most tests & Scores below 60% on most tests

	Homework/
Class work
20% of grade
	All assignments complete and done thoroughly
	Most assignments complete and done thoroughly
	Most assignments complete, but improvement is needed
	Some assignments complete
	Few assignment complete


Class Rules:

Rule #1 – Work!  Not only doing your own work, but helping others stay focused. Most of the trouble starts when you stop doing your work and start looking for something else to fill your time.  If you can’t even fake working, then at least…

Rule #2 – Be Respectful.  That means that you keep calm and don’t say or do things that make others feel bad.  We’re all trapped in the room together and you contribute to what that feels like.  Decide now that you’ll help make our time together more pleasant.  If you can’t even fake respect, then at least…
Rule #3 – Don’t Interfere with the Learning.  The quickest way to get into trouble with me is to mess with the learning.  You might not care, but someone else in the room does (especially me).  Don’t get out of your seat while I’m talking; don’t talk to others while I’m talking; don’t distract your classmates from their learning.  If you choose to keep interrupting the learning, then you choose some serious consequences.
Late Work Policies:

· Final Draft of Essays:  These assignments are strictly held to their due dates.  Students always have until 3:00 on the due date to turn them in.  An absence is not an excuse for missing the due date.  If students are unsatisfied with their grades, they are encouraged to rewrite the essay for a better grade.  If students turn in nothing on the due date, they cannot revisit or redo the assignment.

· Group Presentations:  If you are absent when your group presents, you can present your part of the presentation if you have a valid excuse for the absence.

· Homework/Class work:  All assignments have due dates, but can be turned in late for reduced credit.  All make up work has a hard deadline of the final day of each triad.
Procedures (or how the class is run):
· Materials left in class are not my responsibility.

· Students may receive a zero on work if they copied someone’s work and did not give that person credit or the assignment was too similar to another student’s work (plagiarism).

· If a class rule is ignored, some disciplinary action will take place.  I’m willing to discuss the consequence, but not during class time.  

· Extra credit is rarely given.  You raise your grade by redoing assignments.
· Grades are based on the total amount of points that a students earns over a whole semester.  Categories may not be worth the same amount and each category affects the grade differently.

· Entering the room is a big deal because it interrupts the learning.  Be on time!  I close my door at the tardy bell.  You must have a pass to get in after that.  
· Leaving the class is a big deal because it interrupts the learning.  Only emergency situations will be given a pass to leave.  Everyone else will take care his/her business during passing periods and lunch.

· Any of the information in this syllabus is subject to change at my discretion.
~Expected Curriculum


Performance Assessment #1 – Biographical Narrative Essay


Performance Assessment #2 – Argumentation Essay


Performance Assessment #3 – Synthesis Essay/Argument with Research


Performance Assessment #4 – Literary Analysis Essay (Character Development)


Performance Assessment #5 – Literary Analysis Essay (Theme)














